April 13th, 2008
Hi
Not much to write about this week. Last weekend, the Adelaide 7s was held and SA beat NZ to take the cup and so break NZ's run of seven successive tournament wins. 
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Did you know that HK had a budget airline, called Oasis Airlines? It flew just two routes, between HK and London and HK and Vancouver. Well, the other day it was announced that it had gone bankrupt and was to cease operations immediately. This left many thousands of people stranded. Eventually, eight other airlines stepped in and offered small numbers of flights at greatly reduced prices. For example, Cathay Pacific put on two flights to London with priority being given to students returning to school. One Oasis crew was even left stranded in Zambia; Oasis crews had been flying chartered flights between Frankfurt and Zambia for some other airline. In some ways it is surprising that Oasis survived so long as it was the only budget airline flying long-haul routes and using airports that were expensive to operate from. 
On Thursday, a newly-renovated park between the two hotel towers opened. I don’t really like it as it is mainly concrete and the glare from the Sun is intense. There is no grass at all! 
I go to the Hospital this coming Wednesday for the regular check-up there. 
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Another item of interest – the London marathon is being held today. It was first held there for the 1908 Olympic Games 100 years ago. The race started at Windsor Castle and ended at the Olympic Stadium. The distance for this race was measured exactly and was fixed at the current distance. The reason it is a strange distance – 26 miles 385 yards – is because the extra 385 yards were added in order for the race to finish inside the stadium. Before then, distances for marathons were about 40 km but varied considerably. In today’s race there is a 101 year old man who only started running at the age of 90 after a life of smoking and booze. At least he claims to be 101 but as he has no birth certificate to prove this, Guinness will not put him into their book of world records. 

I mentioned last week that I had downloaded 72 of the 85 episodes of ‘Allo ‘Allo. Well the then found that the remaining 13 episodes had been uploaded so I downloaded these. I now have them all on disc though don’t know when/if I will get round to watching them; of all the divx videos I downloaded in February, I have only viewed a few of the Mr Bean episodes. I also mentioned about storing videos online. I will forget that! It took more that four hours to upload one 30-min video and to download it again, they then I could not download it!  
That’s about it for now.
Cheers
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